concerts which were intended to replace the

competitive festivals held in previous years.
These were a great success, not only because they
gave girls an opportunity to perform publicly
without the added stress of competition, but also
to provide an occasion for parents to discuss their
daughters’ progress with visiting instrumental
staff. Needless to say, we are repeating the format
this year.

Our formal Spring concert consisted mainly of
Renaissance and Baroque music. The brass
players performed English and Italian pieces by
those ancient masters Gastoldi and Byrd with
thrilling percussion (or should I say concussion?)
contributions by the shy but versatile duo Carina
Bloom and Miranda Wells.

Sarah Harvey, Sian Harvey and Elizabeth Terry
gave a splendid performance of Bach’s Fourth
Brandenburg Concerto, a virtuoso piece by any
standards. The concert gave us an opportunity to
present the talent of Deborah Chan and part of
her A-level piano practical recital. She gave
superlative performances of items by Bach,
Chopin and Brahms and her decision to attempt
A-level music in one year on a reduced timetable
was admirably justified not only in this “sample’
performance but in the complete examination
itself.

The grand finale of the Spring concert was a
powerful performance of Pergolesi’s Stabat
Mater, involving Senior Choir, orchestra and
organ with enchanting solos by Terri Howard and
Kathryn Harris.

The beginning of the Summer term was taken
up with the usual “examination season’ and at
this point I'd like to mention a truly astonishing
composition written for G.C.S.E. purposes by
Panita Vig. Her "Burlesque’ for string quartet was
without doubt the most original and complex
piece we have had presented by a sixteen-year-old
and Panita was duly rewarded for her efforts.
What is less admirable is that I managed to “wipe
it’ off a computer disk whilst trying to take a short
cut through computer logic! The time spent
restoring it was a salutary lesson.

Our Garden Party concert was a short but
civilised affair and the large audience was very
appreciative. The weather was not too hot and
this always helps in times of stress!

The Autumn term of ‘92 was a busy, if
somewhat disturbing, period. We suffered at the
hands of burglars and this was not only
distressing but was very inconvenient. However,

" we all put maximum effort into our end of the
commitments and the performances raised our
low spirits.

The Christmas concert, as always, was a warm
and joyful occasion, with fine performances from
all participants. The orchestral strings, ably led
by Barbara Cole, bear witness to the success of the
string programme in the Junior School and the
sterling work of Eileen Avis. Particularly

Spn'ng term 1992 saw the first of the informal

memorable was Nancy Wolff’s recorder ensemble
which played a delightful piece of light music and
sounded at times like a fairground organ.

This year’s play, Peer Gynt, required incidental
music and this was skilfully provided by Deborah
Chan, Barbara Cole and Joanna Graves who, as
Solveig, sang exquisitely.

The Ceremony Choir gave a candle-lit concert
of music by Britten: The Ceremony of Carols,
with solos from Joanna Terry, and the Missa
Brevis which requires terrific courage and
accurate intonation. The concert has become
something of a tradition, and the atmosphere of
voice and candle light is “electric’.

Sadly, at the end of this year we have to say

farewell to a number of girls who have enriched 4
the music department with their talents over the .
years. We wish them good luck and hope they
continue with their music in some way.

Our grateful thanks as usual to our visiting
staff without whom we could not offer such a

variety of instrumental and vocal music.
RR.




he PE Department was as busy as ever

during the season with many new activities

taking place. The highlight of the Autumn
Term was the culmination of many hard training
sessions when over forty girls took part in the
Midland Bank Tennis Championships at the
Brighton Centre as ball girls. They were
congratulated on their professional manner and
joined in with the professional players in catching
the Brighton Bug that rampaged through players,
officials and spectators at the tournament. It was
an SMH coup when the girls were on court when
old girl Clare Wood was playing.

The Spring Term had its full complement of
tournaments, as ever, with an Under 13 and
Under 14 lacrosse tournament as a new venture.
This was good experience for all who took part
on a beautiful sunny day at St Michael’s,
Petworth. This, hopefully, will become a regular
event. Six girls - Caroline Green, Ciar O’Hare,
Deborah Lang, Lisa Askey, Sian Harvey and Clare

( ewman - were selected for the Sussex County
Under 15 lacrosse squad.

The summer term was short and yet we still
managed to fit in all the Midland Bank Tennis
Tournament matches; how we really don’t know!
The Junior House tennis is coming along in leaps
and bounds with 5 and 6 year olds showing great
proficiency in short tennis. Garden Party work
included swimming, keep fit, badminton,
volleyball and table tennis. We are grateful to
Mrs Blunt, Miss Gilbert and Mrs Mathews for

their hard work in running clubs in the last three
activities so that more SMH members can
improve their standards.

We welcomed Mrs Hurst to the Department
and her enthusiasm and interest in lacrosse and

tennis have been greatly appreciated.
HE




P.E. Cups U15 Stripes

Junior PE Cup for effort Lacrosse L Askey, E Clarke,
and improvement K Ball C Green, D Lang,
Senior PE Cup for effort C O’Hare, Sian Harvey
and improvement E Clarke Netball C O’Hare, C Green, D Lang
Swimming Cup for effort Tennis C Green, L Askey, ] Heal
and improvement C Nunn Rounders C Newman, E Hall,
Junior Lacrosse Cup Sian Harvey Sian Harvey,
Senior Lacrosse Cup C O’Hare, J Lutkin

C Green
Gym Cup N Hudson Colours
School Badminton Trophy J Green, Netball Sarah Harvey,

C Green Z Kennell, J Kassir,

M Corfield, J Crouch,

School Tennis Tournament R Pratt, C Barnes
U13 Doubles L Canavan, N Hudson & : TEE 5 i
U13 Singles L Canavan £
U14 Doubles J Lutkin, C Newman
U14 Singles J Graves
U15 Doubles L Askey, C Green
U15 Singles C Green
Open Doubles C Green, L Askey
Open Singles C Green
Stripes
Tennis
re-awarded R Pratt, M Corfield
awarded Sarah Harvey, ] Kassir L

45 3 an 8 M

Rounders teams. Above: Under12s, Below: Under 14s. (Photos .B.L.)




Creative Work

Mixed Media by Ye Hee Kim, IVP
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