CHARLOTTE BHONTE, "JANE EYAE' and ST FARY'S IALL

Although there ie of courseno direet link between Charlotte Bronte
and St Mary's Hall,there is an indirect link,which mny be of partieular interest to you

when you ore reading '"Joane Eyre'.

Chiarlotte Bronte,who was born on 21st April 1816 (and wes therefore
twenty when St Mary's Hall was founded),went,ns did her elder sisters Marin and Elizabeth
end her younger sister Enmily,to the Clergy Daughters' School at Cowan Bridpe,founded by
the Rev,¥.Carus Wilson,and it is this echool of which Charlotte Bronte paints a portrait
as Lowood Institution in 'Jane Eyre' (published 1847). In 1833 the school at Cowan Bridpge
noved to Casterton,beconing lmown as Casterten School. Now it wos Castertonm School that
the Hoev.Henry Venn Elliott visited in 1833 when he had in his mind the project of founding
5t Mary's Holl., The Rev.leary Venn Elliott atayed with his friﬂnd.the Rev.Corus Wilson
and made o careful examination of the school, It was this wisit that gave Mr Elliott the
final impulse to build St Mary'e Hall and the foundation stone was loid in the next year,
1834, Nr Elliott himself is remeubered as saying in 1358

tThe idea of building St Mary's Hall was suggested to ny nind

after visiting the Casterton Clergy Doughters' School,vhen I

thought there was no place like it in the south of Englond where

the daughters of clergymen with lipited incomes eould be educated.!'
One of the pupils who entered St Wary's Hall in 1836 had a sister at Casterton. The entry
in the register reads: ’

YAugust 3lst 1836 Ann Keith Lowry Age 17

Parents James and Elizaheth Lowry curate of Holliwell, Hos 12

children,3 of then dead, Eldest governess to Lady Harriet Gurney,

the secopd a mupil at Casterton.

Character ond nhilities - very shy - affecticnate’

4spparently the situntion ot Cownn Bridge was unhealthy nnd the pmpila

were bodly fed, There were frequent outbreaks of typhoid. During the first two years of
the achool cne pupil died in it and five,including Maria and Elizabeth Bronte,were
mrriedly taken away and died scon after. Charlotte Bronte points o similar picture at
the fictional Lowood when typhms strach:

'0lasees were broken up,rules relaxed. The few who continued

well were aullowed almost unlinited licencejbecouse the medical

attendant insisted oa the necessity of frequent exercise to

keep them in health.....The teachers were fully cccupied with

packing up and noking other necessary preparations for the

departure of those girls who were fortunote enough to have

friends and relations able and willing to remove them from

the sent of contarion. Maoy,clrendy spitten,went home only

to die: sone died at the sehool.® 'Jane E¥re’'Ch.d



Charlotte Bronte,who was born on 21st April 1816 (and was therefore
twenty when St Mary's Hall was founded) ,went,as did her elder sisters Maria and Elizabeth
end her younger sister Emily,to the Clergy Daughters' School at Cowan Bridge, founded by
the Rev,W.Corus Wilson,and it is this schocl of which Charlotte Breate paints a portrait
as Lowood Institution in 'Jane Eyre' (published 1847). In 1833 the school at Cowan Bridge
noved to Casterton,beconing Imown as Casterten School., Now it was Casterton School that
the Rov.Henry Venn Elliott visited in 1832 vhen he had in his pind the project of founding
5t Mary's Hall. The Rev.lenry Venn Elliott stayed with his friend the Rev,Carus Wilson
and moade o eareful exanination of the school. It was this wisit that gave Mr Elliott the
final irpulse to build St Maryts Hall and the foundatien stone was 1lnid in the next year,
1834, ¥r Elliott himself is remepbered as saying in 1358

tPhe idex of building St Mary's Hnll wis supgested to oy nind

after visiting the Casterton Clergy Daughters' School,when 1 .

thought there wns no place like it in the south of England where

the daughters of clergymen with limited incomes eould be educated.'
One of the pupils who entered St Mary's Hall in 1836 had a sister at Casterton. The entry
in the register reads; "

“aumust 3lst 1836 Ann Keith Lowry Age 17

Parents Jomes nand Elizabeth Lovry curate of Holliwell. Has 12

children,8 of then dead. Eldest governess to Lady Harriet Gurmey,

the aecond o pupil at Casterton,

Character sad nbilities - very shy - affecticnate’

Apparently the situntion at Cowon Bridge was unhealthy nnd the pupils
were badly fed, There were frequent ocutbrealks of typhoid. During the first two years of
the school one pupil died in it and five,including Marin and Elizabeth Brente,were
hurriedly taken away ond died scon after, Charlotte Bronte points o similar picture at
“he fietionnl Lowood when typhus struef;

*Classes were broken up,rules reloxed, The few who continued

well were allowed almost unlimited licencejbecause the medical

attendant insisted pa the necessity of frequent exercise to

keep them im health,....The tecchers were fully occupied with

packing up and ooking other necessary preparations for the

departure of those girls who were fortunate enough to have

friends and relations able and willing to repowve then from

the seat of contagion. Many,alrendy snitten,went home only

to die; some died at the schocl.' 'Jone BEyre'ch.9
It ia in Chopter 9 that Helen Burns dies of consunption.

And what of St Mary's [all 7 #Well,you rmst bear in nind the very
high mortality rote,particularly among children,of those daya. {see, for instance,the
record of the fanily of the Rev.Lowry,above.) derembering this,here are some extracts




fron the ropister;
Ann Elizabeth Hnight entered St Mary's Holl Aupust 9th 1826 age 12

Left on cccount of health Janunry 7th 18881

Mory Jane Adenays entered St Lary's Icll Detcber Bth 1328
Died at St Mary's Hull Septerber 1342¢

Jane Annette Turnour entered 8t Mary's [all June 1840

tHone and since dend!

Anna Maria Marriott eptered St Yory's Hall Aupust lst 1840
*Died at 5t Mary's Ilall 1841°

Marysane Cory entered St Mary's Hall October 15th 1841

tRenoved on account of health and since deadi

Mary Agnes Cleather entered St lery's Hall Anmust lst 1843 age 12
iDied at St Liary's Holl Aprill 2nd 1844!

Vargaret Sounders entered St Fary's Hall Jamary 1846
‘June 1849 Home ond died there karch 1850!

Mary Peat entered St Mary's Hall Angust 1848 are 8
IDied in the Hall April 26th 1850"

“his i not a full list of such entries,though they were typical only of this period up
to 1830,

Charlottc Bronte's sufferings ot Cowon Bridge snd the indipnation she
felt at the treatment of her pifted elder sister Maria (whon she portrayed as Helen Burns
in "Jane Eyre')were injuries she never forgot. Her portrait of the schoel in 'Jone Eyre!
cane neor to ruining it. After her deoth when Mrs Gaskell in her hiography of Charlotke
Bronte identified Casterton School as Lowood the family of the founder,the Rev,Corus
#ilson {the friend whom the Re,Menry Venn Elliott haod wisited in 183%),were only norrowly
persunded not to proceed with a libel action,

Charlotte Bronte in "Jaune Eyre' wos not perhape pointing o deliberate
~jeture of Cowan Bridge,but certoninly wos drawing from her ovm experience. Like Jone
Eyre she was poor,undersized and plain,suffered at school,and become o governess in o
private family. St Mary's lall too was lo serve as o 'mursery for governesses for the
hirher and piddle elasses!,and pany St Mary's Hall pirls did indeed hecome povernesses,
or in some cases pupil povernesses ot St Mary's Nall (ag Jone Eyre becare at Lowood);

" Mary Harmond enetered St Mary's Hall June 13th 1840
1Left Jamary 1846 for a situntion a8 o governess in the

fanily of Henry Green Esg. Wolthamstow'
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Lucy Jane Adley entered St Mary's Hall Aumust 8th 1840
ipeft 1845 for the situation of moverness in the family
of Rev,Parley Witney'

sarash Elizabeth Thorson entered St ary's Hall dngust lst 1848

‘Left December 1857 and entered o fanily as o governesa’
Mary Janc Iolnes entered St Yary's Hall Mypmet 1853 age 12
tpeft Christooa 1858. Returned to St Mary's Hnll ns pupil

governess February 1559, Died at home 1860,

The fictional June Eyre does,however,soy of Lowood that it irproved

4 had its good points:
tThe school,tlme improved,becape in tioe o truly useful and noble

institution, 1 remained am inpate of its walls,nfter its regenerntion,

for eight years: siX 28 pupil,nnd twe as teacher; and in both

copancities 1 bear oy testinony to its wvolue and importance.

tDuring these eight years oy 1ife was uniforn: but not unhappy,

hecause it was not inochive. { had the means of an emcellent

education plnced within oy reschy a fondnesa for some of oy

studies,and o desire to excel in nll,together with o prest delight

in pleasing O0F teachers,such aa 1 loved,urged pe ons I availed

ayself fully of the advantages pffered me.' tJane Eyre' Ch. 10
Lowood Institution is o fictionol schoolj but Costerton Schoel and St fary's Hall still
oXi8T tony,approxinotely 150 yenrs after Charlette Bronte first went to school,to place
}'thn peans of an excellent edgcation' within reach of their pupils.
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